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attacks. The Senate Democratic leader boast-
ed last week that the Senate Democrats had
“killed the PATRIOT Act.” Our Nation’s se-
curity must be above partisan politics. The
PATRIOT Act has helped us disrupt terrorist
plots and break up cells here in the United
States. I will work closely with the House
and Senate to make sure that we are not
without this crucial law for even a day.

Proclamation 7970—To Take
Certain Actions Under the African
Growth and Opportunity Act

December 22, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974 (the <1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C.

2466a(a)(1)), as added by section 111(a) of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act
(title I of Public Law 106-200) (AGOA), au-
thorizes the President to designate a country
listed in section 107 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C.
3706) as a “beneficiary sub-Saharan African
country” if the President determines that the
country meets the eligibility requirements set
forth in section 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C.
3703), as well as the eligibility criteria set
forth in section 502 of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2462).

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the
President to designate a country listed in sec-
tion 107 of the AGOA as an “eligible sub-
Saharan African country” if the President de-
termines that the country meets certain eligi-
bility requirements.

3. Section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA (19
U.S.C. 3721(b)(3)(B)) provides special rules
for certain apparel articles imported from
“lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries.”

4. In Proclamation 7350 of October 2,
2000, the President designated the Islamic
Republic of Mauritania (Mauritania) as a
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country pur-
suant to section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act
and provided that it would be considered a
lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan Af-
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rican country for purposes of section
112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA.

5. Section 506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)) authorizes the President
to terminate the designation of a country as
a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country for
purposes of section 506A if he determines
that the country is not making continual
progress in meeting the requirements de-
scribed in section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act.

6. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA
and section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, 1
have determined that the Republic of Bu-
rundi (Burundi) meets the eligibility require-
ments set forth or referenced therein, and
I have decided to designate Burundi as an
eligible sub-Saharan African country and as
a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country.

7. I further determine that Burundi satis-
fies the criterion for treatment as a “lesser
developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African
country” under section 112(b)(3)(B) of the
AGOA.

8. Pursuant to section 506A(a)(3) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that Mauritania
is not making continual progress in meeting
the requirements described in section
506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act. Accordingly, I
have decided to terminate the designation of
Mauritania as a beneficiary sub-Saharan Afri-
can country for purposes of section 506A of
the 1974 Act, effective on January 1, 2006.

9. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483), as amended, authorizes the President
to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule (HTS) of the United States the substance
of relevant provisions of that Act, or other
acts affecting import treatment, and of ac-
tions taken thereunder.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to section 104 of the AGOA and sections
506A and 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim
that:

(1) Burundi is designated as an eligible
sub-Saharan African country and as a bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African country.

(2) In order to reflect this designation in
the HTS, general note 16(a) to the HTS is
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modified by inserting in alphabetical se-
quence in the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries “Republic of Burundi.”

(3) For purposes of section 112(b)(3)(B)
of the AGOA, Burundi is a lesser developed
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country.

(4) The designation of Mauritania as a ben-
eficiary sub-Saharan African country for pur-
poses of section 506A of the 1974 Act is ter-
minated, effective on January 1, 2006.

(5) In order to reflect in the HTS that be-
ginning January 1, 2006, Mauritania shall no
longer be designated as a beneficiary sub-
Saharan African country, general note 16(a)
to the HTS is modified by deleting “Islamic
Republic of Mauritania” from the list of ben-
eficiary sub-Saharan African countries. Fur-
ther, U.S. note 2(d) to subchapter XIX of
chapter 98 of the HTS is modified by remov-
ing “Islamic Republic of Mauritania” from
the list of lesser developed beneficiary sub-
Saharan African countries.

(6) The modifications to the HTS made
by paragraphs 2 and 5 of this proclamation
shall be effective with respect to articles en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after January 1, 2006.

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:51 a.m., December 23, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 27.
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Proclamation 7971—To Implement
the United States-Morocco Free
Trade Agreement

December 22, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On June 15, 2004, the United States
entered into the United States-Morocco Free
Trade  Agreement (USMFTA).  The
USMFTA was approved by the Congress in
section 101(a) of the United States-Morocco
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(the “USMFTA Act”) (Public Law 108-302,
118 Stat. 1103) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note).

2. Section 105(a) of the USMFTA Act au-
thorizes the President to establish or des-
ignate within the Department of Commerce
an office that shall be responsible for pro-
viding administrative assistance to panels es-
tablished under Chapter 20 of the USMFTA.

3. Section 201 of the USMFTA Act author-
izes the President to proclaim such modifica-
tions or continuation of any duty, such con-
tinuation of duty-free or excise treatment, or
such additional duties as the President deter-
mines to be necessary or appropriate to carry
out or apply Articles 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 4.1, 4.3.9,
4.3.10, 4.3.11, 4.3.13, 4.3.14, and 4.3.15, and
the schedule of reductions with respect to
Morocco set forth in Annex IV of the
USMFTA.

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the
USMFTA Act, Morocco is to be removed
from the enumeration of designated bene-
ficiary developing countries eligible for the
benefits of the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP). Further, consistent with sec-
tion 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2483), as amended, I have
determined that other technical and con-
forming changes to the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS) are nec-
essary to reflect that Morocco is no longer
eligible to receive benefits of the GSP.

5. Section 203 of the USMFTA Act pro-
vides certain rules for determining whether
a good is an originating good for the purposes
of implementing preferential tariff treatment
under the USMFTA. I have decided that it
is necessary to include these rules of origin,



